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As is known to all, the North-China Plain had been one of the most 
developed regions in China before the middle of Tang Dynasty. The 
North-China plain is more typical than the areas south of Yangtze Rive in terms 
of reflecting China’s economic development after Tang and Song Dynasties, 
which experienced recovery and development. Little attention, however, has 
been paid to this aspect, especially to the general and systematic role played by 
the North-China Plain in the economic transition during Tang and Song 
Dynasties. Researches on the economic transition of this region during Tang and 
Song Dynasties will throw light to many relevant discussions. Based on the 
previous researches by other scholars, this thesis combines comprehensive and 
comparative methods and adopts a quantitative analysis. Starting from social 
changes in Tang and Song Dynasties, the author of this thesis carries out an 
objective and profound discussion on economic transition of this region. The 
inner and outer reasons of this economic transition are also analyzed. This may 
serve as reference for later researches. 
The thesis carries out researches on the economic changes in Tang and 
Song Dynasties in the North-China Plain from the perspective of the role played 
by the plain in the national economic. The thesis consists of two parts. The first 
part is devoted to the analysis of the plain’s economic position from the middle 
of the Tang Dynasty to Five Dynasties. The economy in this region did not 
experience depression even after the An and Shi Revolt. Guided by the 
government at all levels, the economic structure in the region was improving 
and market activities were increasingly active. The local economy was in a good 
shape. This was due to the fact that the whole economic environment did not 
change in this period, and also to the fact that part of the financial power was 
decentralized to the local areas after An and Shi Revolt. During this period, the 













The second part of the thesis carries out researches on the change of the 
economic role played by the plain in the North Song Dynasty. One conclusion 
drawn by the author of the thesis is that the economic importance of the region 
was lessened. In order words, the role of the region transferred from one of the 
economic centers of the country to a less important region. To justify this 
conclusion and find out the reasons behind this phenomenon, the author of the 
thesis compares the region in different historical periods and also compares the 
region with Jianghuai Plain, which had a similar economic situation to the 
North-China Plain. Because of those reasons, the economic role played by the 
North-China Plain in the national economy had changed significantly. As a 
result, in terms of the economic importance in the national economy, the 
North-China Plain gave way to other regions such as the Jianghuai Plain, which 
developed faster during this period. 
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